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Work Session MINUTES April 16, 2012 
 
President Brophy called the work session to order at 7:08 p.m. in the Board Room of the 
FNSBSD Administrative Center at 520 Fifth Avenue to review the Social Studies curriculum 
review process with the Board Curriculum Advisory Committee (BCAC).  
 
Present: 
 Kristina Brophy, President 
 Sharon McConnell, Vice President 
 Sue Hull, Treasurer  
 Silver Chord, Member 
 Wendy Dominique, Member 
  

Absent: 
      Sean Rice, Clerk 
 John Thies, Member 
   

Staff Present: 
 Pete Lewis, Superintendent (Skype) 
 Karen Gaborik, Assistant Superintendent - Secondary 
 Peggy Carlson, Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
 Michelle Daml, Elementary Curriculum Coordinator 
 Melanie Hadaway, Secondary Curriculum Coordinator 
 Kathy Port, Instructional Technology Coordinator 
 Alica Unruh, Professional Development Coordinator 
 Kim Gatto, Materials Development Specialist 
 Sharon Tuttle, School Board Executive Assistant 
 
Other:  Board Curriculum Advisory Committee Members    
 Earl Peterson    
 Michael Roddey     
 Fè Seymour 
 
Social Studies Curriculum Review Process 
Peggy Carlson, executive director of curriculum and instruction, introduced the Board 
Curriculum Advisory Committee (BCAC) members and curriculum department staff members 
who were present. Mrs. Carlson acknowledged the BCAC members not in attendance: Janene 
Dewey, David Gomez, Shiva Hullavarǎd, Ute Kaden, Andrew Maxwell, John McKeown, Angelè 
Towns-Eskridge, and Dan Wetzel. She thanked all committee members for their work and 
service to the district.  
 
Mrs. Carlson also acknowledged the social studies writers: Nathan Arnold, Amy Galloway, Ken 
Gieser, Sarah Gillam, Cynde Jacobsen, Fawn Jelinek, Katie Kennedy, Jeff Lesseig, Barbara 
Marshall, Sue McIntosh, Hillary Midgley, Karen Millington, Danette Peterson, and Heather 
Walker. Many of the social studies writers had been in attendance, but due to the late start of 
the meeting because an earlier board meeting ran longer than expected, the writers had left 
before the work session began. Mrs. Carlson expressed her appreciation for the variety of 
experience, interests, and backgrounds amongst the writers; their broad range of experience 
and vast knowledge would help to bring many different perspectives to the process.      
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Social Studies (continued) 
 

The joint work session with Board members, BCAC members, and curriculum afforded board 
members the opportunity to address questions, concerns, and suggestions. The curriculum 
department would take the information gathered from the work session, along with the Leading 
and Learning in the 21st Century – Social Studies document, and begin brainstorming over the 
summer. Mrs. Carlson expected the writers would have a first draft ready for distribution in 
August.  She explained the process would include input and feedback from many sources.  
 
Mrs. Carlson reviewed the documents for the social studies curriculum review process, including 
the current Social Studies Curriculum and Leading and Learning in the 21st Century – Social 
Studies. The documents were available for review in the curriculum department. The review 
cycle began with teachers and other staff members attending a course in the applicable 
curriculum content area and developing a document of their findings that would be utilized in the 
curriculum review process.  
 
Mrs. Carlson spoke on the Alaska Standards for Geography, Government and Citizenship, and 
History, as well as the Alaska English Language Arts Standards. Ms. Hadaway compared the 
district’s curriculum requirements to those of the Alaska Performance Scholarship (APS) and 
how it would affect the district. Ms. Unruh reviewed the curriculum department’s work on a 
three-year professional development calendar. Ms. Daml explained the University of Alaska 
Outreach and the Cooperative Service programs. They would work to get all resources in one 
place so everyone could benefit from everyone else’s resources. It would be similar to a 
“clearing house” of activities and other resources.  
 
BOARD QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
Board members, administration, and committee members discussed assessments and the lack 
of state assessments including the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP);  state 
graduation requirements; district social studies courses; professional development needs 
assessments; the Alaska Humanities Forum; and supplemental social studies activities such as 
Kids Voting, National History Day, We the People, Project Citizen, Constitution Day, and the 
Geography Bee. 
 
Board members were interested in how the curriculum related to the common core; preparing 
district students to be competitive with other students throughout the world; African American 
and Alaska Native supplemental curriculum materials; current curriculum to be in-line with 
districts across the country; and Alaska history and study requirements.  
  
Mrs. Hull left the meeting at 8:03 p.m.  
 
Mrs. Carlson informed board members they would be receiving the curriculum drafts throughout 
the process.  She thanked the board for their time and input. 
 
Board members expressed their appreciation for the work of the BCAC, the social studies 
writers, and curriculum staff on the curriculum revision process. They looked forward to the 
process and final document.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
 
Submitted by Sharon Tuttle, executive assistant to the Board of Education 
 


